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Drug overdose is an evolving public health crisis. (a)In 2023, an estimated 54.2
million Americans aged 12 or older needed substance use disorder treatment in the past
year. but only 12.8 million people with a substance use disorder in the past year
received treatment. Reducing the use of illegal drugs, the misuse of prescription opioids
and other medications, and drug overdoses and deaths has been a longstanding
challenge.

Drug overdoses dramatically increased over the last two decades, with deaths
increasing approximately 520% from 1999 to 2023. In 2023, approximately 105,000
people died from a drug overdose and nearly 80,000, or about 76%, involved opioids.
Additionally, deaths involving multiple drugs (i.e., polysubstance overdose deaths) have
also increased. Research shows that people who have had at least one opioid overdose
are more likely to have another.

Drug overdose data show (gtroubling and widening differences among population
groups. From 2022 to 2023, overdose death rates (number of drug overdose deaths per
100,000 people):

- Increased 39% for Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander people (from 18.8 to
26.2 deaths per 100,000 people).

- Increased nearly 3% for non-Hispanic Black people (from 47.5 to 48.9 deaths per
100,000 people).

- Did not significantly change for American Indian and Alaska Native people (65.2 to
65.0 deaths per 100,000 people), Hispanic people (22.7 to 22.8 deaths per 100,000
people), and Asian people (5.3 to 5.1 deaths per 100,000 people).

- Decreased nearly 8% for non-Hispanic White people (from 35.6 to 33.1 deaths per
100,000 people).

HiBL : About Overdose Prevention

https://www.cde.gov/overdose-prevention/about/index.html
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Figure. Three Waves of Opioid Overdose Deaths
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Source: CDC/NCHS, National Vital Statistics System, Mortality. CDC WONDER, Atlanta, GA: US
Department of Health and Human Services, CDC; 2024. https://wonder.cdc.gov/.

Description

- Wave (A ) began in **** with substantial increases in overdose deaths involving
synthetic opioids, particularly those involving illegally made fentanyl and fentanyl
analogs (IMFs).

-Wave ( B ) began in **** with rapid increases in overdose deaths involving heroin.
However, in recent years, heroin overdose deaths have been declining.

- Wave ( C ) began with increased prescribing of opioids in ****. Overdose deaths
involving prescription opioids (natural and semi-synthetic opioids and methadone)
increased starting around **** but have declined in recent years.

Source: Understanding the Opioid Overdose Epidemic
https://www.cde.gov/overdose-prevention/about/understanding-the-opioid-overdose-epidemic.html
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